in pigeons suffering from vitamin-B, deficiency the brain, when incubated with lactic acid, produced pyruvic acid in appreciable amount whereas when the brain of normal control birds is substituted this is not produced. Peters and Thompson (1934) further showed that pyruvic acid is probably a normal intermediary in the course of carbohydrate metabolism. In vitaminBt deficiency the metabolism of carbohydrate appears to be held up at the pyruvic acid stage; this leads to an accumulation of this substance.
The exact precursor of pyruvic acid and its normal fate, oxidation or re-synthesis, is at present obscure. The fact however of its appearance in the tissue in this condition is all that need concern us in this preliminary report.
This discovery led to an estimation of pyruvic acid in the blood of pigeons suffering from vitamin-B, deficiency. Thompson and Johnson (1935) found the blood pyruvate to be increased from a normal value of 3.46 mg. to 11.31 mg. per cent in affected animals. The method they employed, namely, the bisulphitebinding power (henceforth B.B.P.) is not however specific for pyruvic acid, but Johnson (1936) later isolated pyruvic acid as the 2.4 dinitrophenylhydrazone. Piatt and Lu (1936) THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [March, 1937 in China investigated the B.B.P. of the blood of patients suffering from beri-beri and other conditions and showed that the B.B.P. was increased from a normal figure of 3 to 4 mg. to about 11 mg. per cent in cases showing clinically Bengal (Napier, 1936 In regard to the ansemias it is premature to make definite statements. The increase in the P-B.P. of the blood, although much less than m the cases of epidemic dropsy, was nevertheless nearly double the normal value. In v iew of the fact, however, that some of the anaemias in this country can be cured by a good diet (Napier, 1937) 
